
Name: 
Writing 

Cycle 4 Study Guide  
March 4th through April 12th, 2019 

 
Overview: Through out the academic year we have been focusing on the writing 
process, peer collaboration and most recently document based informational text and 
writing practices. We will now participate in a grade level writing performance task that 
incorporates all aspects of the writing process. This task is comparable to the writing 
task you will be asked to complete during our CAASPP testing session in March. When 
we conclude our CAASPP testing we will revisit our informational essay of interest and 
turn this essay into a persuasive/argumentative 
essay.  
 

Cycle 4 will be a very eventful cycle with many culminating activities including middle 
school dinner theater, CAASPP preparation/testing, and our immersion trip to Oregon 

Shakespeare festival at Southern Oregon University. Our daily schedule will be altered for 
the entire cycle. Productive use of work time, as well as a time management plan for school 

and home will support your success and help manage stress levels. Please reach out for 
support from your teachers, peers and parents in helping create a plan that fits your needs. 
 

“Writing to me, is simply thinking through my fingers. “ 
    Isaac Asimov 

 
 
Week 1: March 4-8, 2019  

Theater Rehearsal 
  ~Participate in a class discussion/lesson on the performance task packet 
  ~Identify your grade level (7th or 8th) ___________________________________________ 
  ~Identify your writing partner __________________________________________________ 
  ~Participate in a class discussion on developing a thesis statement 
1. _______ Read, annotate and answer the questions in your packet  
2. _______ Develop a road map and a complete sentence thesis statement 
3. _______ Complete a text dependent outline your outline must include citation of 

sources, 2 separate pieces of evidence minimum per body paragraph and 
analysis explaining how the evidence supports your claim/thesis 

 
Week 2: March 11-15, 2019 

Dinner Theater on 3/13 and 3/14 
4. _______ Complete, revise and edit your rough draft (evidence of your process is 

required) 
 ~Participate in a peer discussion  
5. _______ Peer revision and edit of your rough draft (evidence of their process is 

required) 
 Peer: ____________________________________________________________________________ 



Week 3: March 18-22, 2019  
CAASPP Preparation Week/Early Release 3 days 

6. _______ ~Polished essay (Times New Roman, double spaced, 12 font) due Monday, 
3/18 

  ~Participate in a writer’s museum on Monday, 3/18 
  ~Turn in Polished essay with self graded rubric 
 ~Participate in a lesson on Persuasive writing on Tuesday, 3/19 
7a. ______ Have in hand a polished copy of informational essay on Tuesday, 3/19 
7b. ______ Take a look at your essay through the lens of persuasion; make notes to 

yourself on how you can rewrite your informational essay making it a 
persuasive essay. 

8. _______ Identify two sources that support your counter claim to your informational 
essay (include http link if applicable) 

 8a. _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 8b. _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
9. _______ Annotate your two additional sources 9a. _____________ , 9b. _______________ 
 
Week 4: March 25-29, 2019 

CAASPP Testing Week 
 ~Participate in a lesson  
10. _______ Develop a road map and a complete sentence thesis statement 
11. _______ Complete, revise and edit your rough draft (evidence of your process is 

required) 
 
Week 5: April 1-5, 2019 

Oregon Shakespeare Immersion trip from 4/3 to 4/5 
 ~Participate in a peer discussion 
12. _______ Peer revision and edit of rough draft (evidence of process is required) 
 Peer: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Week 6: April 8-12, 2019 

Cycle 4 Finals Week and Fun Run 
13. _______ ~Polished essay (Times New Roman, double spaced, 12 font) due Tuesday, 

4/9 
  ~Participate in a writer’s museum on Tuesday, 4/9 
  ~Turn in Polished essay with self graded rubric 
 
 

~All Cycle 4 late work is due by Friday, April 12, 2019; no exceptions~ 
 
 


